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Conan the Exchange Student Comes to Orangevale %

&
Huang
Xu did not
choose his
American
name in honor
of American
movies or our
Governor, he
chose it when
he found out
he was com-
ing to America
because Conan
is a famous
Chinese comic
detective
character that always figures everything out.
Orangevale’s Conan is from the Nanjing city of
China, which is located on the Yangtze River,
near the Purple Mountain. Nanjing has approx-
imately 7 million people and is in its 2400th
year as a city. Nanjing is known as the City of

10 Dynasties and is the burial site of Sun Yat
Sen who is acclaimed as the Father of Modern
China. Nanjing has long been a city of impor-
tance in China.

Conan met rigid requirements in order to
spend a year under the auspices of the Academ-
ic Year in America, a subsection of the Ameri-
can Institute For Foreign Study (AIFS). Student
applications for considerations must include all
of the following information: A personal essay
written in English; A letter from the student’s
natural parents; School transcripts for the
past three years with school seals; A standard-
ized test of English proficiency, if necessary;
Teacher recommendations; Health records
with required immunizations; and Passport
photographs and a personal photograph album.
The students must have studied English for at
least 3 years have solid academic records, be
between 15 and 18-1/2 years old, have their own
spending money and full medical insurance to
be accepted by the program.

Orangevale residents James and Megan

Smith agreed to sponsor Conan after read-

ing his application package. The Smiths, with
three daughters of their own, had hosted
exchange students three times before, from
England, Hungary and Sweden, so were well-
versed in what would be expected of them. Co-
nan was accepted at the Waldorf School in Fair
Oaks as an 11th grader. The Waldorf staff ini-
tially set Conan up with a study hall to insure

Continued on page 11

San Juan HS Turns 95 %

San Juan High School, one of the
oldest high schools in the San
Juan Unified Schools District is cel-
ebrating an All-class reunion picnic on
Saturday, October 4th, from 11:00 A.M.
to 5:00 P.M. The picnic, being coor-
dinated by the San Juan High School
Alumni Association, is featuring a Car
and Motorcycle Show which is open
to any year and any make, and is open
to all San Juan Alumni, Students, Past
and Present Faculty, Teachers, and
families. This is not a judged event;
there is no entry fee!

The event is exceptionally fitting

to the history of San Juan. For many
years, the San Juan auto education
program trained “the next generation”
of mechanics throughout the north-
eastern county. The show will be held
at Rusch Park, 7801 Auburn Boulevard,
in Citrus Heights. For entries and other
information, call Evonne at 217-2451 or
e-mail crusinnews@mac.com

Photo Caption: This 1940 Mercury
Eight convertible coupe is just one of the
vehicles expected to bee on hand for the
SJHS 95th Anniversary celebration.
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Ornaments
Woodwork
Country Crafts

o Clothing
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A Fair Oaks Tradition
Bella Vista Craft Fair
Celebrating 25 Years 1983 - 2008

Saturday, October 4, 2008
8:30am - 4:00pm
8301 Madison Avenue, Fair Oaks, CA, 95628

Unique and Beautiful Crafts
Jrom Northern California

Enjoy one-of-a-kind shopping,
great foods, entertainment,
and fun for the kids, all while
supporting our wonderful students!

* Win raffle prizes *
Soaps & Lotions
Glass

Toys
and much, much more!

* NEW — ATM on site *

Free balloons and face painting in the Kids’ Corner!

Don’t miss it!

Visit our web page at
www.sanjuan.edu/BellaVista.cfm

Foods
Holiday Decor
Quilts Candles

Jewelry
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What matters to you J.

What matters to you is probably not exactly what matters to the person on your left
or right. But it all matters to us. From the small to the big to the occasionally quirky,
we want to help you protect it all: Your car, your home—and especially that prized

Egg Chair in your den. Safeco Insurance has the policy that’s just right for you.
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www.johnmeyerinsurance.com

John C. Meyer Insurance

6929 Sunrise Blvd., Suite 203
Citrus Heights, CA 95610

916-676-1156

ademark of Safeco Corporation




