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Sitting across the desk from James Casey, I couldn’t help but feel like I was facing the town sheriff in 
a small town, circa 1910 or so. Part of this was because I knew that he was, in fact, a former lawman 

and a collector of police memorabilia that dates back to the mid 19th century. But that is not the reason I 
was talking with him. Jim was visiting us as the author of Badges of America’s Finest: A Pictorial Guide 
and expert on many things in the history of law enforcement—mostly from California, but from all over the 
country. Today, he calls Orangevale home.

Jim has been researching and collecting police memorabilia for nearly 
30 years. As a child, he was fascinated by his grandfather’s father’s badge 
and duty belt. Ultimately, following in his grandfather’s footsteps, he would 
ultimately wear his own badge as a “street cop,” a detective, and a member of 
a five-county narcotics task force, and a former police chief in Tule Lake. But 
when he married and his first child was born, he opted to shift his focus into 

commercial security.
But his enthusiasm for the history of law enforcement was still 

alive and well, and in an effort to share that passion—especially 
the badge—Jim set a mobile police museum display that he has 
shown from coast to coast at schools, service clubs, collector 
shows, and law enforcement open house events. He also publishes 
a site (www.policeguide.com) on the internet and has also pub-
lished a travel guide to police and fire museums around the coun-
try. He also welcomes questions both on his collection and on other 
matters regarding the history of police and sheriff offices throughout the United States.

Recognized as an expert in both police and sheriff history he has served as a department his-
torian as he continues to research and collect badges.

Orangevale’s Own Police Historian

Animal ID#: A476437
Labrador retrievers are friendly family dogs. They are smart, 

loyal and can often be thought of as an integral part of a family. 
Hunter is a black Labrador retriever who is at the shelter now, 
waiting for a family to adopt him and make him part of their fam-
ily. He weighs 70-pounds and is close to 4-years-old. He is a big 
goofball but he knows how to sit and shake, and the shelter staff 
has been to teaching him leash manners and other basic behavior 
skills, he learns quickly. He would be a great buddy to take for a 
walk or on a daily run. There are an overwhelming number of ani-
mals that come into the shelter every day that need a home and a 
family to love them like Hunter does. Come to the shelter and visit 
Hunter to see if he is a dog you and your family could love.               

To see Hunter or other adoptable animals visit:
Sacramento County Animal Shelter
4290 Bradshaw Rd, Sacramento, Ca 95827
Open Tuesday – Saturday, and the first Sunday of every month. 
Offices open at 8:00 a.m. and Kennels are open to the public at 10:00 a.m. 
Visit us on the web to view pets online and learn more about our ani-
mals, services and programs at: www.saccountyshelter.net.
(916) 368-7387 (PETS)

Pet of the Week: Hunter

sleeves and pants when outside. DEFEND yourself by using an effective 
insect repellent. Make sure to follow label directions! DOOR and window 
screens should be in good working condition. DISTRICT personnel are 
also available to address any mosquito problems. Call them at 1-800-429-
1022 or visit www.FIGHTtheBITE.net 

For current information about any treatments planned, visit www.
FIGHTtheBITE.net. Residents may also subscribe to mailing lists to 
receive email notifications for mosquito treatments by zip code.

Source: Sacramento County Vector Control


