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Planning Ahead

his may not seem like a proper time to

talk about rain gutters, replaces and
chimneys, and weather stripping but | have be-
come an advocate of being ready for early-win-
ter surprises. When you decide to have a cozy
re is not the time to discover that a bird-family
set up their summer home at the top of your
replace. Nor is the rst fall rain the ideal time
to discover that wind storms have lled your
rain gutters with leaves and other debris.

Just a few hours, and a couple dollars, spent
in preparation can save the average homebody
a lot more time and aggravation not too far in
the future.

Right now, most homeowners and contrac-
tors are focused on the inside items—tiling
oors, painting (okay, that is both inside and
outside), and interior remodeling just to name a
few. But you, or a reliable (and relatively inex-
pensive) “inspector,” can check the most criti-
cal part of any house—the roof and other items
that you want to be weather-tight—in a couple
hours.

For the rst part of my inspection, |
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brought in a pest control service to look over—
and ultimately bug-proof (and small-animal
proof)—the house, inside and out. | called in

a pro, mostly because the initial checkout and
treatment were part of an inexpensive annual
contract. There were a few minor items pointed
out that even | could take care of, like caulking
around window and door frames and patch-

ing a few exterior holes and cracks (that could
make winter homes for unwelcome guests). As
a bonus, | also got the inside treated for eas,
ticks, and spiders at the same time and at no
extra cost. The cat got to spend a day at the
vet's (where she got her shots and was de-pest-
ed as well) but within a day or two we noticed
she wasn't scratching as much ... and was a lot
happier.

A couple weeks later, | called in a handy-
man (because my wife thinks I'm getting too
old to climb ladders and walk on roofs) to
check around the outside. Roof and chimney
caps were ne, he spent about half an hour
cleaning out the gutters and downspouts (prob-
lems here can lead to dry-rot in the roof facia
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and eaves), no potential problems with our
exterior windows (which he recommended that
| reseal as a preventive measure), checked out
all of the outside electrical plugs and the circuit
breaker box, did a walk-around of my perim-
eter fence, and presented me with a bill which |
considered a bargain for his spending well over
an hour on the “inspection”.

Other recommendations were to vacuum
the replace, check the lawn sprinkler system
for any small leaks, check all of the outside
lamps, get a circuit tester and check all the
interior plugs, make sure all of the window are
cleaned inside and out ... all of which take a
little personal time and almost no money.

The nal item was to have my heating and
air conditioning system checked out (which |
have done every two years) and, while he was
there, “tuned-up.”

So allin all, I invested under $300 during a
six week period to feel comfortable about what
fall and winter have in store for us.

Knowledge is power!

By Diane Louise
Reverse Mortgage Specialist

was pondering the fact that having be-

come a “Senior Citizen" of a certain age,
just what does that mean? Here’'s what | found
in the Thesaurus: Senior * elder, older, higher
in rank, see superior. Well, that’s worth looking
into, Superior* higher, better, preferred, above,
ner, of higher rank, a cut above, more exalted,
see also excellent... Well, now | have a better
appreciation of my Senior ranking! |1 am a “pre-
ferred” age, that has a nice sound to it don't you
agree?

| have also noticed that as | have become

one of a preferred age, experiences in life have
taught me to make the wisest decisions pos-
sible. That means | need to do my homework
by gathering all the information available on
the subject. | have also learned that if | have a
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tooth ache, | don't ask my mechanic, gardener,
or neighbor for advice. Yes, you guessed it, | call
my dentist, he has been well educated, licensed,
and is an expert in his profession.

| am bringing this up because | have en-
countered a few people that have commented
that they know all about “those reverse mort-
gages,” “they are a rip off,” or “ the bank owns
your home” etc. | am here to tell you the facts,
“dispelling the myths,” before 1987 there were
high fees & costs, and other terms not protect-
ing the home owners rights. After 1987 FHA and
HUD stepped in to insure and protect the home
owner.

Because reverse mortgages offer unique
bene ts, it is important for you to get a solid
grasp of how they work. Reverse mortgages are
a powerful tool to help eligible homeowners ob-
tain tax-free cash ow without having to make
monthly payments while living in your home.
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